Road
Warrior

DAMIEN DERNONCOURT, 37
CEO OF JEWELER JOHN HARDY

UNNING JEWELER John Hardy
takes endurance. The company
is based in Hong Kong and has
offices in Bali, and the men’s
and women’s styles are sold all
over the world through jewelers
and stores like Saks and Neiman
Marcus. Luckily, endurance is something Damien
Dernoncourt has in spades: Every year he par-
ticipates in Racing the Planet, a six-day, 150-mile
event in the world’s most difficult desert terrains,
such as the Gobi and the Sahara. The race raises
funds for his favorite causes (Bali orphanages,
schools in Nepal), and it’s not a bad way to stay in
shape either. Here, Dernoncourt shares his tips for
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slightly less extreme travel.

1.Days on theroad
QOver 200 dayseach
year.

2. Favorite destina-
tion | love Bali, whichis
where the John Hardy
business was actually
started. Butwhen
[vacation,lgoto
France so that my
wifeand lcancatchup
with our families.

3.Besthotel gym No
suchthing. | hate hotel
gyms. Instead | take
my Asic running shoes

everywhere | go be-
causeeverycityinthe
world has atrailsome-
where. Also,when |
run, | take a small voice
recorder and make
notes for myself.

4, Check or carry
lonly do carryon.
That way | canarrive
attheairport halfan
hour later and get to
my destination halfan
hour earlier. luse the
big Longchamps
folding bags because
they aren't full of
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hangers and pockets
that take upsomuch
space.

5. Carryon contents

| pack jeans because
|candressthemup
with one of my jackets
by Dries Van Noten.

| also bring my favorite
shirt, which I had
made at Raymond
Lo'sinHong Kongin
50colors. | always
have on some cuff
links that were
designed by John
Hardy just for me.

6. Preferred airline
Iflcan, luse Cathay
Pacific. I'm typically
ona?777,.and|like to
have a window seatin
thefront of the plane.
lusually request seats
11-Aor11-K because
they are separated
fromthe rest of
business class.

7.Keeping it clean
JohnHardy hasapro-
graminwhichwe add
up how much carbon
emissions we generate
by flying. Then to offset

that pollution we plant
bamboo trees onthe
coast of Bali. Lastyear
alone we planted more
than 500 trees.

8.Favorite hotel
InNew York | stay atthe
Maritime Hotel inthe
Meatpacking District.

I requestacorner room
because they'relarger.

9. Top meal
Sushi. It's my favorite

food, and leatitevery-

where | go. | think the
bestI've ever hadis
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atKaionthe Ruedu
Louvrein Paris.

10. Spare time

Ilike towander stores
like Bergdorf Goodman
and Saks. | liketosee
what products women
are buying. | checkout
the customner service,
because at theend

of the day thatis what
it's all about.

11. Jet-lag fighter
A bloody mary.

It's always morning
someplace.
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